GEORGIAN   SATIRISTS                       1J
Churchill, not, it is true, primarily because he practised
medicine, though the professional aspect is kept to raise
a laugh:
And ye, whom I so oft have joy9d to wipe,
Th9 ear-shifting syringe and back-piercing pipe,
Farewell,
but because of his literary efforts as Inspector5, the
pseudonym under which he wrote in The London Adver-
tiser.* Hill was a quack who tried, but failed, to impose
on the Royal Society with his 'scientific3 essay Lucina
sine Concubitu\\ but he varied ineffectual practice and
theory with journalism and the writing of bad plays.
Churchill includes him in The Rosciad as e actor, in-
spector, doctor, botanist', and calls him Proteus Hill.
We learn from one of the notes to The Hilliad that he
blew a trumpet in a pantomime; and is mentioned by
Fielding as a trumpeter, in his account of a riot at
Drury Lane Theatre. Paul Whitehead aims in passing
some of the usual taunts at the medical faculty: 'mark9,
he exclaims, 'how the college peoples every grave'
(Epistle to Dr. Thompson). There were those, however,
who maintained that it was Dr. Thompson, and not
'the College9, who was the charlatan, when sides were
taken in the dispute which occurred over the last illness
of Frederic Prince of Wales. His recommendations were
rejected, and the Prince died; 'but since it's only Fred
who was alive and is dead, there's no more to be said'.
Probably neither side was competent to save him.
Churchill, who disliked both Armstrong and Smollett,
* Its full title was The London Advertiser and Literary Gazette.
f v. Notes to The Hilliad.